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Foreign-born population in the U.S., 2008-2012 

Source: Social Explorer 
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Immigration is 
not a new 

phenomenon in 
MN 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Minnesota had 383,000 
foreign-born residents in 
2008-2012 



+ Minnesota’s foreign-born population 
has become increasingly diverse 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Oceania

North America

Africa

Latin America

Asia

Europe



+ 
Much of our state’s character is from 
immigration in late 19th Century 

Foreign-born by country of birth, MN, 1870-2011 

Source: MNCompass tabulations of IPUMS version of U.S. Census Bureau decennial censuses and 2009-2011 American Community Survey 



Percentage of the population born in Sweden, 1920 

Source: Social Explorer 



Percentage of the population born in Norway, 1920 

Source: Social Explorer 



Percentage of the population born in Finland, 1920 

Source: Social Explorer 



Percentage of the population born in Denmark, 1920 

Source: Social Explorer 



Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Legal Permanent Resident Arrivals 
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+ 
Estimated size of Somali population in 
Minnesota and U.S. 

Minnesota,  
39,939  

Other U.S. 
state,  

82,587  

U.S. residents who speak 
Somali at home, 2012 

U.S. Total = 122,526 

Minnesota,  
21,533  

Other U.S. 
state,  

50,346  

U.S. residents who were born 
in Somalia, 2012 

U.S. Total = 71,879 

Source: Integrated Public Use Microdata Series from U.S. Census Bureau data 
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Somalis in Minnesota by age 
2008-2012 

Source: Integrated Public Use Microdata Series from U.S. Census Bureau data. Somali’s identified by language spoken in the home. 



Geographic distribution of Somalis in the U.S., 2008-2012 

Source: Social Explorer 
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Advanced degree

College graduate

Some College

High School graduate

Less than High School

Source: Integrated Public Use Microdata Series from U.S. Census Bureau data. Somalis identified by ancestry. 



Source: MN Compass tabulations of the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series from U.S. Census Bureau data.  



Source: MN Compass tabulations of the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series from U.S. Census Bureau data.  


